Robert Haber

Exbibiting bis antiguities in
associasion with Artemis Fime Aris
Ltd., be is bringing to the show 1ueh
objecis as a fifth-century B.C,
marbls Phovnician female bead of a
sarcopbagus, right; an Egypiian
alabaster Canopic jar, and a Stcilian
lerra-cotta seisel; akeve,

I TOORARE BY ALENNAC WEENEY

OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, THE NUMBER OF ART
and antiques shows held at the Seventh Regiment Armory.
Purk Avenue and 67th Street, have increased so much it ap-
pears that from Cclober through June there is a preview party
nearly every other weak. There are shows devoted sclely to
paintings, others that deal exclusively in drawings, some that
exhibit only modern decorative arts, and one dealing exclu-
sively in antiquarian books. Indeed, the age of specialization
has hit the antiques business. But despite the plethora of
shows, grumblings have persisted among experts that New
York doesn't have a truly international show, one on @ par with
Paris's Biennale des Antiquaire or London's Grosvenor House;
or one that is vetted by a panel of experts who authenticale
every object, & they do for European shows.

1t seems almost too goad 1o be true, then, that & new five-day
show opening it the armory on Sept.
23, called the Intérnational Antique
Dealers Show, will fill all these gaps.
Held In conjunction with the National
Antique & Art Dealers Association of
America, U will feature 84 dealers
from the United States and Europe
The show will also be vetted by a
panel of International experts. Many
names will be lfamiliar to reguoiar
showgoers, bul what |5 particularly
interesting about this new event is
that it wil} also inciude dealers who
huve rarely, If ever, exhibited their
gonds publicly before

“We thought this show would be a
good forum for & first presentation,”
explains Robert Haber, who heuds
Robert Haber & Company, & speciak
Ist in antiquities; “We're hoping this
shaw will entice new, private collec-
tors." Huber, who seils out of an art-
ist's foft in downtown Manhattan, has

selected many rire ploces to exhibit
On view will be such objects a5 a fe-
male murble head of & sarcophagus
that dates to the fifth century B.C, a
second century A.D, marble statue of
1 Qo and a first century A.D. bronze
sea monster so whimsical that the
deuler suys it resembies a Walt Dis-
ney character, "Certainly these are
rare pbjects, but their beéauty will
hopefully #ppeal 1o 8 general oudi
ence,” Haber says,

Ketty Maisonrouge, who opened
Vieux Livres d'Europe Inc, in Man-
hattan four yesrs ago, has always
sild o private collectors. In fact,

Ketty Maisonrouge

She will be selling rare books
publicly for the first time. The
company that Ms. Maitonrouge
runs, cailed VViews Livres
d'Exrope Inc., specializes in

18¢4-century Enropean fllustrated
boakis like thase to the right.



she first went into busi-
85, she decided 1o appeal 10 &
clientele other than the acade-
micians who traditionally
bought rare books. She deals
prédominuntly in French 18th-
century (Hustrated books. But,
says the de: “surprisingly,
most buvers ure simply people
interested in antiques and beau-
yert Ellsworth tiful objects.” As a result,
rather than participating in an
antiquarian book dealers' exhi-
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rdropping owt of the Winter

‘e Show 18 vyears a 2 v
iques Show 18 years a5 bis bition, she has chosen this new
7 bas sold privately from fall show for ber initial foray

Aankaitarn apartment, His into the public arena
tion of rare Oriontal ar? Many of the Eur opean dealers

bringing their business to New

York for the first time are hoping

o make conta with the new

nortb-central India, lef?, American collectors who have

made news in recent years, |

felt it was about time | revealed mysell, since the best customers

these days are in the United St " says Dick Turpin. Tarpin
fells English-and Continental

deés a tixth-century AD. stone
ture of the goddess Sarasvat

5l furpiture and art out of his show-
room inan oid mews house in London, Peter Finer, another Brit
Ish dealer, is interested in cultivating American clients. Al
though for the last 20 years he has been dealing in arms and
armor from his home, which 8 10 miles south of Stratford-on-
Avon, he reslizes the value of exhibiting in New York. "William
Randolph H and the early American millionaires had major
collections, “Beck then, it was considered very fashion
able." Fashion has s way of repeating itself. According to Mr
Finer, personalities such as Ronald Lauder are now dominating
the field . =

And it 15 just such important collectors whom' Robert Ells- Peter Finer Dick Turpin

t yriental ¢ 1i 5 will g nd 2 N BROW ” 5
worth, the Oriental art expert, believes will attend at the new He has been dealing in arms For 41 years, be has been

show. Ellsworth, who has sold privately from his Muanhattan AR LT el Bralish and
apartment since 1070, hasn’t publicly exhibited his objects /1@ @rmOrJrom Jix Aou st B e
since he dropped out of New York's Winter Antiques Show 18 2 England for years Continental antiques from
years &go, The rare furniture, sculptures, bronzes and paint- Although be is piztsred near London, Amang the abj
ings he is bringing 1o the armory are obje e public rarely cannecns, above, be is Mr. Turpin, below, is
sees. “"These may be pieces not generally sold to the average bringing objects that are bringing to the show is a
coliector," says Ellsworth. “But people are more knowledge- ety < z 7 i T bty

able now, more ready to collect esoteric objects. Basides, New EREAE ”‘_"C‘"“"’{’"f" ‘f'“’-' “'_‘ ,'rfﬁlr,se' 'T"”f.“‘ side '
York is slowly eclipsing London as the capital of the art world pair of flintiock pistols by ahair originally from: tie

And this show is sure tohelp” N Phipps collection.




